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ACI Africa Secretary General Ali Tounsi: “Africa Can No Longer
Wait for the Future of Its Aviation to Be Decided Elsewhere”

Darmstadt, Germany | 07 September 2026 — With ACI Africa 2026 approaching, ACI Africa Secretary
General Ali Tounsi is putting performance, resilience, investment and connectivity at the centre of the
conversation about the future of African airports.

ACI Africa 2026 will take place in Abuja, Nigeria, from 19-25 September 2026, bringing together airport
leaders and aviation stakeholders from across the continent and beyond. Aviation-Event will be present as
accredited media for the fourth consecutive year.

Building more competitive and resilient African airports

Ali Tounsi, Secretary General of ACI Africa, identifies the central challenge for African airports as
improving performance while strengthening resilience in an increasingly demanding environment.

“The discussions will focus on a central issue: how to improve the performance of our airports while
strengthening their resilience in an increasingly demanding environment. Infrastructure financing, pressure
on charges, connectivity, revenue diversification, digital transformation and climate adaptation will be at the
heart of the discussions to build more efficient, competitive and sustainable African airports.”

“Africa can no longer wait”

Beyond the immediate operational and financial challenges facing airports, Ali Tounsi also emphasised the
need for African aviation to take a more decisive role in shaping its own future.

“Africa can no longer wait for the future of its aviation to be decided elsewhere! Abuja must mark the transition
from ambition to action. Our airports must become more efficient, more resilient and above all more audacious
in attracting investment, stimulating connectivity and making aviation a true accelerator of African
development.”

The message places investment and connectivity alongside airport performance and resilience as key elements
in unlocking aviation’s wider contribution to African development.

Aviation-Event perspective

Marcel Riwalsky, CEO, Aviation-Event: “What makes the African aviation market particularly important is
the scale of its potential. The discussions in Abuja will be an opportunity to look beyond individual challenges
and understand where airports, investors and industry partners can work together to turn that potential into
sustainable growth.”

Aviation-Event will bring coverage of the discussions in Abuja to its international audience, with a particular
focus on the airport leaders, developments and opportunities shaping the next generation of African aviation.

Event details

TVACI Africa 2026 — Annual General Assembly, Regional Conference and Exhibition
T Date:19-25 September 2026
© Venue: Abuja Continental Hotel,
® Theme: Next-Gen Airports: Driving Performance and Resilience
%> Host: Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN)

About Aviation-Event

Aviation-Event, a brand of DA! GmbH — Media Hub for the Aviation Industry, is an international aviation
media and conference platform connecting airports, airlines, tourism authorities, industry suppliers,
policymakers and aviation decision-makers through high-level conferences, strategic networking and year-
round media communication.

As a dedicated media hub for the aviation industry, Aviation-Event works with an international network of
journalists, media partners and industry experts to deliver editorial coverage, interviews, live broadcasts and
digital content.
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